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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 1:21-CV-22863-KMM

JUDITH ANNE HAYES, individually
and on behalf of W.H., a minor, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
V.
GOVERNOR RONALD DION
DESANTIS, in his official Capacity as

Governor of the State of Florida, et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF MELISSA RAMSEY
IN SUPPORT OF STATE DEFENDANTS’
OPPOSITION TO MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1. My name is Melissa Ramsey. I am employed by the Florida Department of
Education (“FDOE”) as the Vice Chancellor of Strategic Improvement. As part of my job duties,
I am responsible for the oversight of eight different bureaus within FDOE: Bureau of Exceptional
Student Education, Bureau of Student Support Services, Bureau of Family and Community
Outreach, Bureau of School Improvement, Bureau of Federal Educational Programs, Bureau of
Discretionary Educational Programs, Bureau of Student Achievement through Language
Acquisition, and the Office of Equal Educational Opportunity.

2. Several of the bureaus in my purview support students with disabilities, their
parents, and the school districts serving them. For example, the Bureau of Exceptional Student
Education administers and oversees programs for students with disabilities. It coordinates student
services throughout the state and participates in multiple inter-agency efforts designed to

strengthen the quality and variety of services available to students with special needs. This bureau
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also includes a unit that is charged with investigating complaints related to the education of
students with disabilities, assisting parents and districts in resolving disputes by alternative
options, and providing technical assistance and supports to all stakeholders regarding state and
federal laws relating to students with disabilities.

3. In addition to my experience with FDOE, I have served in various district-level
roles, including as a classroom teacher, a homebound teacher, guidance counselor, assistant
principal, turnaround principal, and district administrator. Throughout my time at the school and
district level, which ranged approximately 26 years, I served on numerous students’ individualized
education plan (IEP) teams in various capacities.

Individual Education Plan Process

4. The Individuals with Disabilitics Education Act (IDEA) was enacted to ensure that
a free appropriate public education (“FAPE”) is made available to students with disabilities, with
emphasis on special education and related services designed to meet the unique needs of students
with disabilities. See 20 U.S.C. § 1400. It requires state education agencies, like FDOE, and school
districts to have certain policies and procedures in place to effect this purpose and in order to
receive certain federal funding.

5. This begins with the responsibility to have policies and procedures in place to
ensure that all children with disabilities residing in the state, who are in need of special education
and related services, are identified, located, and evaluated. See 34 C.F.R. § 300.111. Generally,
once a student is suspected of having a disability, various protections and deadlines take effect,
requiring the district to seek parental consent to evaluate the student and then to conduct a full and
individual evaluation of the student. 34 C.F.R. §§ 300.300 and 300.301. Once the initial evaluation

is complete, the district must convene an eligibility meeting, where a group of qualified
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professionals and the student’s parents determine whether the student is a student with a disability
and the educational needs of the student. 34 C.F.R. § 300.306.

6. After eligibility is determined, the district must have a team in place to develop the
student’s individualized education plan or “IEP.” The “IEP team” is specific to the student and
must include a number of individuals that have specific knowledge regarding the student, including
the parents, a general education teacher (if applicable), a special education teacher, a qualified
representative of the school or district, and an individual that has and can interpret the student’s
evaluation results. Each student’s IEP team develops the student’s IEP, which is a document that
is specific to the individual student and guides the student’s school in how to provide a FAPE to
the student. Among other things, the IEP includes the student’s present levels of achievement,
goals for the student to meet, information on how the goals will be tracked and reported, a
statement of the special education and related services that the student will receive, a description
of the extent to which the student will not participate with nondisabled students in school, and the
accommodations that will be provided to the student. Each of the student’s teachers and service
providers must be provided with the IEP and instructed on their responsibilities in implementing
the TEP.

7. The IEP team must consider a variety of factors in developing an IEP for the
student, including the parents’ concerns for enhancing their student’s education. 34 CFR. §
300.324. The IEP must be individualized to the student’s specific strengths and needs and enable
the student to be educated with nondisabled students to the maximum extent possible (also known
as the least restrictive environment). 34 C.F.R. §§ 300.320 and 300.324. Because the IEP must be

based on the student’s particular circumstances, students’ specially designed instruction, related
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services, accommodations, and placement can vary widely—even among other students in the
same eligibility category.

8. If the student is not making expected progress toward their annual goals, the IDEA
charges IEP teams with revising the IEP to address the issue; it also requires the IEP team to review
a student’s IEP periodically, but at least once annually, to consider the student’s progress toward
his or her goals. 34 C.FR. § 300.324. Accordingly, if a particular service or setting is not assisting
the student in making sufficient progress, the IEP team has not just the option but the responsibility
to consider other methods or accommodations.

9. Because IEPs are required to be personalized to student need, there is a wide array
of options available to IEP teams to consider in developing and revising a student’s IEP, including:

e Services provided in a general education environment with support;

Services provided through a separate class for the student during some or part of

the day;

e Services provided in a self-contained class;

e Services provided at a special school (such as Florida School for the Deaf and
Blind, for example) either within or outside the school district;

e Services provided in a hospital or home setting, which can include a variety of
modes, like one-on-one, in-person instruction at home; instruction via
telecommunication or electronic device; instruction in another specified setting;
and part-time, brick-and-mortar instruction;

e Services provided by contracted private personnel; and

e Utilizing the wide array of choice options available in Florida, with or without the

use of specialized scholarship programs (such as the McKay Scholarship Program
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for Students with Disabilities or the Family Empowerment Scholarship, for
example), including private school, charter school, and virtual education.

10.  The development of the COVID-19 pandemic has required IEP teams to be more
creative in their student-centered approaches; however, all of the above-enumerated options
remain available to IEP teams, in addition to other methods developed due to COVID-19.

151, During the COVID-19 pandemic and the physical closure of schools, districts
implemented a variety of options to provide special education and related services to students,
including: providing electronic devices and internet hot spots to individuals without such access;
direct teacher and provider instruction through online platforms, which has included both recorded
and live sessions; internet-based activities and resources; physical, printed work packets and
resources; teletherapy for related services, and contracting with private personnel to provide in-
home services. When students were able to return to brick-and-mortar instruction, districts, again,
provided a variety of options to serve various student-specific needs, including the provision of
instruction in smaller class settings, routine hygiene and sanitization procedures, clustering
medically vulnerable students, and providing hospital or homebound instruction.

12. Regardless of whether there is a declared state of emergency or situation like the
COVID-19 pandemic, section 1002.45, Florida Statutes, requires school districts to provide certain
virtual education options for students. School districts have provided these options in various ways,
such as: contracting with the Florida Virtual School (“FLVS”); establishing a franchise of FLVS,
contracting with an approved provider; entering into reciprocity agreements with another district
to allow students to participate in the other’s approved virtual program; establishing a district-
operated virtual program; and working with virtual charter schools. For example, Miami Dade

County School District is providing an additional virtual option called Miami-Dade Virtual School,



Case 1:21-cv-22863-KMM Document 51-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/24/2021 Page 6 of 117

which provides a blended learning model with synchronous and asynchronous instructional modes

(Miami Dade Virtual School (dadeschools.net).) I reviewed the FLVS and the named school

districts’ websites, and many of the websites indicate that their virtual instruction programs are
available to students with IEPs or 504 plans and that they can make accommodations available

(for example, https://www.flvs.net/full-time/more?source=2020info#fags, VOL FAQ v2.pdf

(vesedu.org), Frequently Asked Questions (hillsboroughschools.org), and

https://eschool.pasco.k12.l.us/elementary-faq/.)

13.  Districts are also now expected to include in their exceptional student education
(“ESE”) policies and procedures (“SP&P”) specific procedures that the districts will follow during
a declared state of emergency. Each district’s SP&P is available on the FDOE’s website at:

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/monitoring/. Appendix G of each SP&P

provides information on the district’s procedures during a declared state of emergency impacting
the provision of special instruction and services for exceptional students. These procedures address
issues like how districts will address instruction if schools are physically closed, how districts will
communicate with parents and staff, and the process IEP teams will take to consider the individual
needs of students with disabilities and medically vulnerable students. (The named districts’ 2020-
21 Appendix G documents are attached as Exhibit 1.)

14. Like the IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504”)
protects students with disabilities, guarantees them a FAPE, and provides requirements with
respect to their identification, evaluation, and the provision of services. Students eligible under
Section 504 are also afforded initial evaluation requirements and a team that works together to
determine and implement appropriate accommodations for the individual student, which typically

results in a document called a “504 plan.” The provisions included in a 504 plan vary greatly
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Alachua County School District
2020-2021 SP&P
Approved

Appendix G: District Procedures During a Declared State of Emergency

In the box below, please provide a narrative response describing your district’s procedures during a declared state of
emergency impacting the provision of special instruction and services for exceptional students.

District Procedures During a Declared State of Emergency- In the event of a Declared State of Emergency, Alachua
County Schools will provide ESE Services to the maximum extent possible, in light of the emergency and the safety of
students and staff. The District will address the provisions as follows: Health and Safety Epidemic — Full School Closures
— Students will be instructed virtually, receiving special education instruction and services through the online platform
chosen by the District to deliver the instruction as well as printed packets of work when preferable. Student’s services will
be delivered as close as is possible through a combination of published assignments, recorded and live lessons.
Teletherapy will be used to provide related services. Technology will be made available to students and where needed,
the District will work with local internet and hotspot providers to secure access to online instruction and supplemental
platforms for learning. Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Teachers will develop a Distance Learning Plan that will
address the services provided during the school closures and periods of virtual instruction. ESE teachers and related
service providers will continue to monitor students' progress towards goals and monitor services that are being provided.
ESE Teachers will continue to provide parent written progress towards goals every quarter. Natural Disaster (ie.
Hurricanes, or other disasters that would result in infrastructure damage) — Full/Partial School Closures — If instruction is
made available to all students in the District: In the event that there would be full school closures, provided there is still
access to the internet and virtual learning, the response would be the same as a health and safety epidemic. In the event
that internet and cellular infrastructure are damaged and there is significant building damage which would prevent
students from receiving instruction safely in a building, students will be provided with paper copies that address specially
designed instruction and related services that parents could collect at food distribution sites, or other safe locations. In the
event that there is a natural disaster in which some buildings can safely be used to deliver instruction and there is no risk
of health and safety to staff and students, a schedule of services would be developed that would allow specifically for the
delivery of specially designed instruction and related services. With the expectation that any of the above situations are
temporary in nature, the District will ensure a safe return to the school setting, as expeditiously as possible. Upon return,
ESE Staff will review all progress made towards IEP goals during the time of crisis. Upon the return to school students will
receive a diagnostic assessment, which in combination with the progress towards goals, will be used to make educational
decisions to ensure that if gaps exist, they are addressed and that there is a clear plan for curriculum and service
compacting where necessary and appropriate. For students that are medically compromised and returning back to school,
the school nurse will follow the student's Nursing Care Plan and consult with the student's physician and/or Health
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Alachua County School District
2020-2021 SP&P
Approved

Services Supervisor for the district. Students with health concerns accommodations will be provided according to the
Nursing Care Plan and IEP. These plans will be implemented and may be adjusted during a declared state of emergency.
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Alachua County
Public Schools )}

BOARD MEMBERS District Office
620 East University Avenue
Gainesville, Florida

32601-5498

Tina Certain

Robert P. Hyalt

Leanetta McNealy, Ph.D.
Gunnar F. Paulson, Ed.D.
Eileen F. Roy

www.sbac.edu
(352) 955-7300
Fax (352) 955-6700

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Karen D. Clarke Mission Statement: We are committed to the success of every student!

March 31, 2020

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Due to the restrictions placed upon public schools as a result of the national emergency caused
by the Coronavirus pandemic, Alachua County Public Schools are working diligently to ensure
meaningful educational opportunities continue to be provided under these exceptional
circumstances. These opportunities are available to all students, including those students with
disabilities.

While we take the necessary steps outlined by the Governor of Florida to protect the health,
safety and well-being of students and staff, these exceptional circumstances will affect how
educational and related services and supports are provided. The services currently documented
on your child’s IEP may not look the same delivered remotely as they do in a traditional school.

As appropriate, special education and related services will be provided while students remain at
home-either virtually, online, telephonically, and/or using hard copies of instructional materials
and student work. Your child’s educational service providers will be making contact with you to
support your child’s continuity of instruction, and to determine the extent of his or her individual
needs within this adjusted model. A temporary shift in frequency and format of services may
occur, and some supplementary aids, such as paraprofessionals, will not be provided in the home,

IEP and 504 meetings can be held virtually or by phone, as necessary. Student progress will
continue to be monitored by teachers, although from a distance. Formal evaluations by a school
psychologist that require in-person contact will not be scheduled at this time, although elements
of the evaluation process such as social-developmental histories, interviews and/or rating scales
may be obtained. Flexibility and the willingness to communicate regarding our children will
make the difference as we ‘cut this new path’ in public education.

We look forward to the continued collaboration with families on behalf of our students as we
work to meet the unique challenges of these times. Your child’s school staff will have more
information regarding the details of obtaining classwork, the schedule of parent/student contact,
and the temporary ‘new’ look of special education and related services.

Regards,
Donna Kidwell

Executive Director
ESE/Student Support Services
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|
ESE Distance Learning Plan "19-'20 |
|

To be completed for each student who has an IEP.

The respondent’s email address (chesebrob@gm.sbac.edu) was recorded on submission of this form.

School Name *

|
[ High Springs Community v
{
I
\ J
o = %
Student Full Name (Last Name, First Name) *
J
= A
If_

Priority skills/needs/to be addressed and supported during school closure period (including
related service needs, if teletherapy is not available as appropriate): *

Reading: Fry word recognition, grade level reading comprehension, vowels/blends, grammar/parts of
speech

Math: addition and subtraction within 20, word problems

Social Studies: content-area reading, stories

Science: habitats, content-specific vocabulary i
Language: increase receptive and expressive language skills by answering wh- questions, defining ;
vocabulary, and using vocabulary correctly in sentences ’
OT: improve visual motor skills by completing fine motor activities and handwriting activities using a multi-
sensory approach
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' Supports/distance learning services to assist the student/parent in addressing the above skills:

| x

Google Classroom

Other virtual learning platform
Assigning links/videos/resources electronically
Printed curriculum/instruction materials

Conference calls

Other:

Il <<

Accommodations and/or modifications to support virtual (tech) platform or paper (no tech)
option: *

' Read aloud

[} writing supports

'_ Chunking of assignments

D Modifications (for students on access points)

This form was created inside of Alachua County Public Schools.

Google Forms
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To be completed for each student who has an IEP.

ESE Distance Learning Plan "19-'20

The respondent's email address (vakilzadeha@gm.sbac.edu) was recorded on submission of this form,

and finger-plays and following along with Zoom videos.

Priority skills/needs/to be addressed and supported during school closure period (including
related service needs, if teletherapy is not available as appropriate): *

al will participate in a discussion led by the teacher by listening, raising hand and waiting to be
recognized and contributing to the conversation. Gabriel will use our google classroom to listen to books

..... s
School Name *
Hidden Oak Elementary v
O T J
' N\
Student Full Name (Last Name, First Name) *
'd &
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Case 1:21-cv-22863-KMM Document 51-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/24/2021 Page 32 of

Supports/distance learning services to assist the student/parent in addressing the above skills:

*

Google Classroom

Other virtual learning platform

Assigning links/videos/resources electronically
Printed curriculum/instruction materials

Conference calls

Other:

Parents will read aloud using the Google Classroom resources. Paper copies are available for
student to pick up.

<N N<

Accommodations and/or modifications to support virtual (tech) platform or paper (no tech)
option: *
Read aloud
Writing supports
Chunking of assignments
Modifications (for students on access points)

Other:
~ Parents will read aloud using the Google Classroom resources. Paper copies are available for
student to pick up.

This form was created inside of Alachua County Public Scheols,

Google Forms
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6/10/2020 ESE Distance Learning Plan
https ://docs.google.com/forms/d/l pBuUzXsTTjxSkpI-01 MUSA7Xhul7vCaX(2bhrQfsgl/edittresponse=ACYDBNGAZOQIGYRY rsBTQm CfWz9kggN KK...

2/3
'19-120

ESE Distance Learning Plan ? 19 120

S To be completed for each student who has anlEP. - e

The respondent’s email address (harrisall@gm.sbac.edu) was recorded on submission of this form.

School Name *

Hid'aén Oak Elementary

Student Full Name (Last Name, First Name) *

Priority skills/needs/to be addressed and supported during school closure period (including
related service needs, if teletherapy is not available as appropriate): *

1 is receiving differentiated content in science. To best support her needs, we are providing
additional resources and activities beyond what the general education curriculum is offering. There are
additional activities that have been provided for extra practice and challenges that she can choose to
investigate beyond the required curriculum. In addition to providing alternative activities, the gifted
teachers are also following a schedule of regular Zoom meetings on a weekly basis providing a gifted
classroom online for their gifted course. During these meetings we are discussing additional activities that
are being provided and are promoting optional further learning activities and resources that are available.
Through our classroom Zoom meetings, we are checking in to see how, a is doing in regards to self-
directed learning. We will continue to encourage 1in the progress she is making on his weekly

assignments.
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6/10/2020 ESE Distance Learning Plan
https://docs.goog le.com/forms/d/l pBuUzXsTTjxSkP}-01 Kérdw-6ftRHOgMGcIMjxJ4fFcvn..,

'19-20

Supports/distance learning services to assist the student/parent in addressing the above skills:

*

Google Classroom
Other virtual learning platform

Assigning links/videos/resources electronically

Printed curriculum/instruction materials

Conference calls

SR <N <E<

e ity bt

Other: family is available for Teletherapy/Family has aecess to printer if needed

e

Accommodations and/or modifications to support virtual (tech) platform or paper (no tech)

o i de? s
OPLoI.

_': Read aloud
B4 writing supports
' Chunking of assignments

[] Modifications (for students on access points)

B other: family is participating in online programs |

This form was created inside of Alachua County Public Schools.
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Appendix G: District Procedures During a Declared State of Emergency

In the box below, please provide a narrative response describing your district’s procedures during a declared state of
emergency impacting the provision of special instruction and services for exceptional students.

Broward County Schools utilizes a web-based electronic management system to develop, store and maintain electronic
records for all students with disabilities and gifted as required by Federal and State laws and regulations. The system has
a feature to allow parents/guardians to receive secured communications and documents created within the system.
Whenever there is a declared state of emergency, Parents/guardians will be contacted via system-wide telephone calls to
ensure that email addresses in the system are correct for all students. School teams will contact any families who may not
have been reached by the automated process to secure additional points of contact for all families. If the emergency
results in wide-spread power outages, contact with families will be made as soon as practicable.

IDEA Required Meetings: Broward County schools established guidelines for schools and families to follow when
conducting and participating in IDEA required meetings (IEPs, Interim IEPs, Reevaluations, Eligibility determinations, etc.)
using telephone or videoconferencing whenever brick and mortar schools are closed. School-based teams are provided
with the tools and training needed to ensure that all participants feel valued and heard and that meetings are conducted
with the required team members present with proper notice to the families. If a parent elects not to participate in a virtual
meeting during a declared state of emergency, the meeting will be held when face-to-face meetings can resume safely. If
the emergency results in wide-spread power outages, required meetings will resume as soon as practicable.

Consents to Evaluate/Reevaluate during school closures: Any consent obtained (initial or reevaluation) prior to a declared
state of emergency requiring schools to close shall be reviewed, to the extent possible, to determine if there is any
additional in-person testing outstanding prior to the declaration. Dependent upon the anticipated length of time that
schools will be closed, parents will be notified in writing of the impact that the state of emergency will have on the pending
evaluation. Each evaluation specialist, with the district's guidance, will determine what testing can be safely and
appropriately completed during school closures and which required assessments may be impacted due to the need for in-
person administration. Teams are encouraged to convene during school closures to review any available evaluation data
completed, either prior to school closures or after, to determine whatever eligibilities, assistance, and/or services that the
evaluation data supports. Dependent on the circumstances of the state of emergency, it will be determined by the school
district when any in-person assessment measures can safely resume.
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Temporary Distance Learning Plans (TDLP): For all students with disabilities who also have an IEP, service providers will
complete a Temporary Distance Learning Plan to be implemented while schools are closed. This plan will outline the
supports and services that will be provided through distance as a result of the declared state of emergency. Providers are
encouraged to have open communication with families and students and to adjust the plans based on student need and
parent input. If the emergency results in wide-spread power outages, TDLPs will be created as soon as practicable if
school closures continue once power is restored.

Provision of Services through Distance Learning : Teachers and service providers have a variety of tools that can be
utilized to ensure that supports and services are provided during a state of emergency resulting in school closures.
Instruction can be provided to students through a variety of tools such as a web-based system designed to capture online
course work for all teachers, video teaching/therapy (live or taped), assignments, activities, collaboration with families, etc.
All service/class instruction times are communicated to the students/parents through an online forum, email, or telephone.
More than one service provider can provide instruction to an individual or group, when appropriate, at the same time. If
the emergency results in wide-spread power outages and is anticipated in advance, students may be provided with home
packets to continue learning while access to the internet is interrupted.

Assessing Student Progress following School Closures: All students, to include students with disabilities, will be assessed
using a variety of formative measures to identify any learning gains/deficits following an extended school closure. As
needed, IEP teams may reconvene to review/revise the special education and related services to address any identified
areas where services may need to be intensified to address the impact of the school closure on the individual student.
District-wide, schools will implement a cycle of supportive change and will adapt/modify instructional practices for
continuous improvement. Schools will identify where student abilities currently are and accelerate learning toward grade
level expectations implementing tiers of intervention as appropriate. Staff will determine the degree of learning loss,
proactively mitigate increases in opportunity gaps and increase opportunities for social-emotional supports across all
levels of the system.

Medically Vulnerable Students: Students who have medical conditions may require special consideration and/or
accommodations to safeguard their health. These students’ needs will be considered on a case-by-case basis dependent
upon the students individualized health needs. Individual health care plans will be created for student(s) as the need is
identified. Coordinated Student Health Services in collaboration with nursing agencies and the Exceptional Student
Learning Support are collaborating with families to address student needs on an individual basis. In some instances, the
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IEP team, either through an amendment or IEP meeting, may need to meet, discuss, and/or revise nursing services.
Parents will be provided prior written notice for any changes in services determined by the IEP team.
Submit below samples of documentation to include parental notice regarding changes to the provision of special
instruction and services for exceptional students, individualized temporary learning plans, etc.
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
1701 N.W. 23 Avenue « Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311 « Office: 754-321-3436 « Fax: 754-321-3439

Exceptional Student Learning Support Services The School Board of
Saemone Hollingsworth, Executive Director Broward County, Florida
(754) 321-3436
Saemone.hollingsworth@browardschools.com
www.browardschools.com

Donna P. Korn, Chair
Dr. Rosalind Osgood, Vice Chair

Lori Alhadeff

Robin Bartleman
Heather P. Brinkworth
Patricia Good

Laurie Rich Levinson
Ann Murray

Date Provided to Parent on Nora Rupert

Robert W. Runcie
Dear Parent/Guardian, Superintendent of Schools

There is currently an open consent for evaluation for your child. This letter is to provide you with information
regarding the district's plan for completing the pending evaluation(s) as a result of the current health crisis. If you
have questions or concerns and would like to discuss this further, please reach out to the ESE Specialist at your
child's school.

After a careful review of your child’s education program, we are proposing the following action(s):

To conduct portions of the pending evaluation that can be completed remotely (parent/teacher interviews,
parent/teacher rating scales, review of data and records, etc.) and to complete any remaining portions of the pending
evaluation(s) once the District has established protocols in compliance with local health officials, established safety
protocols and in accordance with the standardized assessment practices.

The action(s) described above are proposed because:

Based on the current health crisis, staff cannot currently conduct in-person evaluations, observations, and
interventions due to social distancing measures and other limitations during the pandemic. This is in alignment with
guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). IDEA 34 CFR 8§300.304 requires that assessments
are administered in accordance with any instructions provided by the producer of the assessments. In some
instances, these instructions require in-person observations. As soon as practicable, all the assessments for which
you have provided consent will be conducted. The District is establishing protocols to resume testing in compliance
with local health officials, established safety protocols and in accordance with standardized assessment practices.

Evaluation procedures, tests, records, or reports that were used as a basis for the actions described above
include:

Fact Sheet: Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Schools While Protecting the Civil Rights of Students, published
by USDOE Office for Civil Rights (March 16, 2020)

USDOE Guidance for IDEA Service Delivery FAQ for School Psychologists, published by the National Association
of School Psychologists (NASP) (March 2020)

Q&A Guidance published by FLDOE (March 19, 2020)
Preparing K-12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to School in Fall 2020 (Centers for Disease Control)

Part C Evaluation and Assessment Timelines in the COVID-19 Environment Q&A Document (July 6, 2020)

Educating Today’s Students to Succeed in Tomorrow's World
Broward County Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access Employer

Revised August 10, 2020
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Before making this decision, the following options were considered and rejected

| Option(s) Considered | Why Rejected |
Conducting evaluations, Based on the current health crisis, staff cannot currently conduct in-
observations, and interventions person evaluations, observations, and interventions due to social
through typical in-person distancing measures and other limitations during the pandemic. This is
procedures. in alignment with guidance provided by the Centers for Di